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THE NATURE OF
AMERICAN SIGN
LANGUAGE
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A mode of communication
that Is made up of gestures

A complete, complex
language that employs signs
and fingerspelling, along
with facial expressions and
postures of the body
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WHAT IS AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE?

Uses space and movement
to convey meaning

A simplified version of
English conveyed through
hand signals
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English and ASL are two
entirely different
languages. They have
different syntax, grammar
and sentence structures.




IS ASL A UNIVERSAL I.ANGUAGE?




IS ASL A UNIVERSAL I.ANGUAGE?




WHAT S THE MAIN PURPOSE OF UTILIZING
FACIAL EXPRESSIONS IN ASL?
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TO EXPRESS EMOTIONS
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WHAT'S THE MAIN PURPOSE OF UTILIZING
FACIAL EXPRESSIONS IN ASL?

MOM HOME

(raise eyebrows)

English equivalent: Is mom home?

MOM HOME '

English equivalent: Mom is home.




WHAT S THE MAIN PURPOSE OF UTILIZING
FACIAL EXPRESSIONS IN ASL?
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YOUR NAME WHAT?

(furrowed eyebrows)




DEAF COMMUNITY
INSIGHTS

DISCUSSING COMMON PRACTICES
AND ETIQUETTE




HOW DO YOU GET A DEAF
PERSON'S ATTENTION?

@ Yell as loud as you can
@ Tap them on the




Tap them on the
shoulder




IF YOU SEE TWO SIGNERS SIGNING IN A @
CROWDED SPACE AND YOU NEED TO PASS
THROUGH THEM BUT THERE IS NO ROOM TO ||e»
WALK BEHIND, WHAT SHOULD YOU DO? S

@ ‘ Find another path )
Walit until their
conversation ends

Go ahead and walk through

Bend down very low In
order to avoid passing
through their signing space
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COMMUNICATION
STRATEGIES
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MORE EFFECTIVE QUESTION

How can we
communicate?




Is hearing-impaired

an offensive term

‘2-'3 to Deaf people? i
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Is hearing-impaired

an offensive term. ,

to Deaf people?
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LIST OF IDENTITIES

DeafDisabled
7

4 4 a4
Deaf DeafBlind DeafPlus
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Hard of Hearing
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Late-Deafened
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